
Massachusetts Depar tment of Conservation and Recreation 
Bureau of Fire Control and Forestry 
Proposed Timber  Harvest Summary 

Name: Old Tower  Sale 
 
Region:    Western 
Recreation Distr ict:   Berkshire Lower 
Forest Management Distr ict: Southern Berkshire 
State Forest:    Beartown 
Closest Road:    Beartown Mountain Road 
 
Contact Information:  Conrad Ohman 

PO Box 1433 
     740 South Street 
     Pittsfield, MA 01202 

(413) 442-8928 ext. 24 
Conrad.ohman@state.ma.us 

 
Stand Descr iption: 
 
This 45 acre sale is made up of three stands: 
 

1. The first is a northern hardwood stand located in a moist basin.  Sugar maple is generally of 
good quality ranging from 8-20 inches dbh.  Approximately 10 % of the trees in the stand are ash 
which are generally larger than the maple and include trees up to 28” . 

2. This is a low quality mixed hardwood/ hemlock stand, located on the upper slopes and ridges 
surrounding the above basin.  Only 1/3 of the basal area is acceptable growing stock.  This AGS is 
mostly red oak, sugar maple and cherry sawlogs. 

3. The third stand is a small area containing mostly mature oak and lesser numbers of pine and 
hemlock.  White pine is mostly unacceptable growing stock (UGS). 

 
Silviculture:  
 
Stand 1 will receive a thinning/ improvement cut designed to improve the growth of trees in the 14- 20 
inch diameter range and to harvest mature individuals.   
Stand 2 will be a shelterwood harvest to remove UGS beech and red maple and to regenerate a stand of 
mixed hardwood.   
Stand 3 will be a Shelterwood harvest to regenerate a new stand of oak.   
The overall purpose of the harvest is to improve the growth vigor and species composition of the stands, to 
introduce a variety of age classes and to begin the process of developing  new stands. 
 
Aesthetic, Recreation and Wildlife Considerations:  
 
There are no particular aesthetic or wildlife considerations associated with this harvest. Standard wildlife 
considerations for den trees and seep areas will be incorporated into the marking.  The truck road connecting 
Beartown Mountain Road and the landing site is used as an ORV trail.  The Sky Peak ORV trail runs from 
the landing and loops north and east between the landing and the sale area. 
 
Sale Layout: 
 



This lot requires a long skid and, in order to avoid the Sky Peak ORV trail, will utilize skid roads running 
through the previously harvested Stonehouse Sale.  The landing will be located across West Brook 
requiring the improvement of 200- 300 feet of road and the improvement or replacement of two bridges. 
 
 
  
Park Supervisor : __________________________________  Date: _________________ 
  
Regional Director : _________________________________  Date: _________________ 
 
Distr ict Forester : __________________________________  Date: _________________ 
  
   
Attached: Topographic map showing location of Forest Products Sale Area 
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